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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL, 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, May 14, 1908. 

To the Senate: 

“By direction of the President, in pursuance of Senate Resolution 
No. 157, I have the honor to transmit herewith a statement of the 
attendance of members of the Forest Service at meetings and con- 
ventions during the year 1907. 

In my letter of April 27 I stated that attendance upon a large part 
of the meetings, both official and unoificial, is incidental to the per- 
formance of the regular duties of forest officers, and that in many cases 
the meetings are so local in character that no record of them is pre- 
served at Washington. When expense is incurred in attending such 
meetings, whether under general or special instructions, an account 
is rendered in the form prescribed by the Treasury Department, 
which requires that all items of expenditure incurred during any one 
month, for which reimbursement is sought, shall be submitted on a 
single voucher. ‘To segregate expenditures made in order to attend 
meetings from the other items on these accounts it was necessary to 
know first on what dates forest officers were in attendance on meetings. 

In the case of officers employed in Washington these dates are 
recorded in Washington, but in the case of forest supervisors and 
rangers compliance with the resolution was possible only after receiv- 
ing special reports from the field officers. Though telegrams were dis- 
patched to the supervisors calling for these reports immediately upon 
the passage of the resolution, the delays inevitable in securing the 
information from those most remote have made impossible an earlier 
compliance with the terms of the resolution. 

The detailed statement presents, as accurately as it is possible to 
do, the facts called for concerning 1,530 individual cases of attendance 
of Forest Service employees at meetings. Of these, 801, or 52 per 
cent, represent the attendance at official meetings, or assemblies of 
forest officers for instruction in matters connected with their admin- 
istrative work. Of the 729 unofficial meetings attended a consider- 
able proportion were meetings of farmers, addressed either in the 
course of tours of Congressional districts made in the company of 
Representatives and at their request, or in connection with farmers’ 
institutes, or at the request of the farmers themselves. | 

Ever since July, 1898, the Department of Agriculture has been 
assisting farmers and others, upon request, in the practical care of 
their woodlands. When an agent is sent at the request of farmers in 
any region to advise them upon the ground as to the best methods 


3 


+ ATTENDANCE OF MEMBERS OF THE FOREST SERVICE. 


of handling their holdings, an opportunity often presents itself to give 
an address on this subject before a meeting of farmers. In the same 
way addresses asked for by commercial bodies, educational institu- 
tions, and other gatherings of citizens are often given by members of 
the Forest Service in the course of travel undertaken primarily for 
other purposes. Oftentimes the proper apportionment of the expend- 
iture incurred becomes a matter of judgment. Necessarily, in pre- 
paring months afterwards a statement of the expense of attendance at 
these individual meetings, a doubt sometimes arises as to what part 
of the cost of travel should be charged to the making of the address. 
It is believed that the figures as given are on the whole too high 
rather than too low. 
Very respectfully, JAMES WILSON, 
Secretary. 
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